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When assessing the state of preservation of a specific area, it is necessary to assess the situation of
its continental water masses (lakes and rivers). For this, we must refer to the European Union Water
Framework Directive (Directive 2000/60/EC), an important change in concepts by integrating the state of
the aquatic ecosystem in the water quality concept. This Directive legally introduces organisms inhabiting
these water masses as quality indicators of the ecological state. Among these biological indicators (bio-
indicators) included in the WMD are: phytobenthos, macrophytes, fishes and aquatic macroinvertebrates.
Use of the latter as bio-indicators presents various advantages, as both a fundamental part of the trophic
networks and being sensitive to environmental stress due to anthropic disturbances, as well as being
present in the majority of continental water masses, including those which naturally like fish or whose
presence is very rare. This has meant aquatic invertebrates have been widely used previously in Europe
and the Iberian Peninsula to assess water quality and today the ecological state of aquatic ecosystems.
The most important groups of macroinvertebrates used in relation to their sensitivity regarding anthropic
disturbances likewise the different sampling methods and indexes used in the Iberian Peninsula to monitor
and assess the ecological state of continental waters are commented on, from the IBMWP widely used in
most of the Peninsula to the multimetric methods currently being applied and developed.
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INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION

Txingudi Ekoetxea
T.+34 94361 93 89
txinqudikopadurak@gmail.com




PROGRAM

Wednesday 8th February

Morning
9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Afternoon TOPIC 1: Global change and alteration of the species aquatic cycle
3:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

TOPIC 2: Ecology applied to management and handling of freshwater systems

Thursday 9th February

Morning TOPIC 3: Environmental indicators
9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

TOPIC 4: New challenges in water ecology research

Afternoon TOPIC 5: Invading exotic species
3:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

CLOSING ACT

Friday 10th February

Morning Technical visit - to be decided.

PRESENTATION OF PROPOSALS FOR POSTERS UNTIL 30TH DECEMBER 2011

EUSKO JAURLARITZA = GOBIERNO VASCO

INGURUMEN, LURRALDE DEPARTAMENTO DE MEDIO AMBIENTE,
PLANGINTZA, NEKAZARITZA PLANIFICACION TERRITORIAL,
ETA ARRANTZA SAILA AGRICULTURA Y PESCA






