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An inspiring person for science and life

Arben Merkoçi
ICREA Professor and Director of the Nanobioelectronics & Biosensors Group at

Institut Català de Nanociencia i Nanotecnologia

It is quite difficult for me and almost still unbelievable to write these
words for my great colleague and friend professor Agustin Costa.

I had the chance to know Agustin since the very beginning of my arrival
in Spain when I was working at professor Alegret group at UAB. Agustin name
in fact was known to me much earlier, before arriving in Spain. For any one
working in electrochemical biosensors would be impossible not to know his
name due to the very important publications from his group. His works made
Agustin known as a pioneer in understanding for example the electrocatalytic
properties of nanoparticles between many other of his great scientific
contributions. We were quite interested in this field as it was very much
related with the research we had started in the direction of nanobiosensors
at UAB and then at ICN2 in Barcelona. 

Agustin name was well known not only at Alegret’s group and other
groups in Spain but also in other labs around the world. It was well known
for example at the Joseph Wang lab in USA where I had the chance to work
as well. I remember the international students in Las Cruces always
mentioning Costa-Garcia references or even suggesting him to be reviewer of
their papers.

My closer relations and better knowing of Agustin came since the thesis
defense of Alfredo and Maria, two of his PhD students. I had the chance to be
in the evaluation panel and with occasion lucky to know more details about
the research Agustin’s group was doing. This was an inspiring experience that
also was concluded with Alfredo application for a Juan de la Cierva position
at our group in Barcelona. I had the chance to know how Agustin was taking
care for his PhD students, their future career like being his “kids”. I was
surprised about the way he was always speaking about his collaborators. These
were like his family. Always he has been speaking to me with a lot of love for
each of his group members each time he was introducing to me a new one. I
have been always fascinated by his passion about science and his love and
respect for his collaborators. I noticed how he was excellently pushing the
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science and hard working in his group with a nice social environment as well.
All these have been great lessons for me and I am sure for all his collaborators
in his group, Spain and out of the country.

My very first meetings in Oviedo were followed by many others in
Barcelona or out of Spain. I had the chance to share with Agustin several
evaluation panels, meetings and conferences in Spain and around the world.
Each time I was meeting Agustin was really a big pleasure for me. His big love
for science was also mixed with his big love for the life, for people, for his
family and friend. 

Our friendship was strengthening year by year and it was thanks to his
great values as person, scientist, his personality, his capacity to communicate,
transmit great ideas about science but also talking about the culture, history,
society in general, of course religion and family. I was always surprised and
always hearing and following him with great attention each time. I had the
chance to be in some bussines travelling with profesor Agustin Costa who
became simply Agustin, one of my best friends. 

Agustin was in love with Asturias, he was so much in love with Spain and
he was transmitting this to me each time I met him. He had great knowledge
about history of his country, knowledge about the culture, music and food.
So lucky to hear Agustin speaking and always this was a great event for me.

I can’t close this very short memory for my great friend without speaking
about his great family. We have had the chance to be guests of each other at
our own houses in Oviedo and Barcelona and introduce to each other our
families. I would like again to send my regards to Nori and all the members
of the family for the great husband, father and grandfather. Family was the
most important thing for Agustin and probably the only way I could better
understand his love for science, friends and collaborators all over the world. 

I am so sorry that could not be in Oviedo due to my travelling these days
but I will never forget that I had the chance to speak in the phone with
Agustin in his last days of his life upon his request. It was an emotive farewell
to my great friend who, although being in his last day of his life next to his
very dear family, was willing to speak with a friend, was worried for his work,
his science, the continuation of his activities including a talk in a conference
he was invited to speak next week after the end of his life. 

Rest in peace my great friend Agustin, the inspiring person for science
and life! 

Bellaterra, June 6th, 2020 

Sinopsis (en español). El Profesor Merkoçi destaca varias facetas de la vida
de A. Costa. En el aspecto científico comenta su reconocimiento nacional
–laboratorio del profesor Alegret en Barcelona– e internacional –laboratorio
del profesor Wang en Las Cruces, Nuevo México, EE. UU.–. Resalta su
permanente interés por sus colaboradores, generando un clima acogedor en
su propio laboratorio. Recalca su amor por su familia y su país. Finalmente
señala su continuada amistad con frecuentes encuentros en tesis doctorales
y congresos, durante los cuales no solo hablaban de ciencia, sino de historia,
comida y… de religión.




